THE WITHDRAWAL FROM NORWAY
A speech delivered in the house op commons
may 8, 1940
April 13.   Second, Naval action at Narvik ; H.M.S. Warspite and
escorting destroyers sink seven German destroyers.
April 14.   Britain mines the whole Baltic coast of Germany.
April 15.   The presence of a British Expeditionary Force in Norway
is announced.
April 23.   Sir John Simon introduces bis second war budget.
May 2.      The British Military forces south of Trondheim withdraw
and embark at Andalsnes.
May 3.      Further   British forces   withdraw   at   Namsos.     The
Norwegian commander-in-chief leaves with them.
May 8.      Following a vigorous attack by Mr. Herbert Morrison, the
Prime Minister states that the challenge will he treated as
a vote of confidence.    The debate is wound up by Mr.
Churchill in the following speech.   But the Government
majority falls to 81.
[May 8, 1940.
1
 WOULD like to say a few things about the subject of the Norwe-
gian campaign and also about the general war. In this war we
are frequently asked, " Why do you not take the initiative, why do
do you repeatedly wait and wonder where the enemy is going to
strike you next ? " Obviously, he has many choices open. We
always seem to be waiting, and when we are struck, then we take
some action. " Why," it is asked, " is the next blow not going to
be struck by Britain ? " The reason for this serious disadvantage
of our* not having the initiative is one which cannot speedily be
removed, and it is our failure in the last five years to maintain or
regain air parity in numbers with Germany. That is an old story,
and it is a long story—a very long story, let me remind the House
—because for the first two years, when I, with some friends, was
pressing this upon the House, it was not only the Government who
objected, but both the Opposition parties. In the last two years
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